
1 
 

Book Review 
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Thy Kingdom Come: the truth about the Rapture, by David R. Pharr, Huntsville, AL, 
Publishing Designs, Inc., 2003, 154 pp., ISBN: 0-929540-39-5. $8.95. 

Thy Kingdom Come is a thorough study of the fallacies of the doctrine of Dispensational 
Premillennialism.  The emphasis is on the doctrine of the Rapture as taught by some 
Premillennialists.  The author methodically refutes the error contained in these doctrines and 
shows by the Scriptures how they fail.   
  The book begins with an introduction and is followed by thirteen chapters dealing with 
end time events. It is arranged for a thirteen week class study with questions given at the end of 
each chapter.   

Chapter one, The Future of the World—The Biblical Timetable uses the Parable of the 
Wheat and the Tares (Matthew 13:24-30) to begin the discussion concerning end time events.  
Jesus gives the interpretation of this parable in Matthew 13:37-39.  Pharr makes the following 
points concerning this parable:  (1)  human society is mixed with good and bad people; (2) the 
moral and spiritual character of the world in the last day will be very similar to the way it is 
today.  This will be the case, in spite of what postmillennialist affirm; (3) the day and the hour of 
Jesus’ coming the second time is not known by any man (Matt. 24:36).  There will be a sense of 
“normalcy” when Jesus comes; (4) the fact of Jesus’ coming the second time is taught plainly in 
Scripture.  “Someone has counted that the second coming is mentioned in 23 of the 27 books of 
the New Testament, in a total of 370 verses” (p. 16); (5) the second coming of Christ is 
associated with the end of the world.  The Parable of the Wheat and the Tares describes events 
associated with the end of the world.  II Peter 3:10-12 connects the end of the world with the 
coming of Jesus Christ (the day of the Lord); (6) Jesus teaches that the reapers are the angels of 
God.  Paul taught the same thing and placed this reaping at the time of Jesus’ second coming (II 
Thess. 1:7-9); (7) at the end of the world, there will be a final separation of the righteous from 
the unrighteous (see also Matthew 25:31-46); (8) the “tares” or unrighteous people will be 
gathered together first (Matt. 13:30).  This fact runs counter to the notion of the “Rapture”; (9) 
the final sentences detailing where the righteous and unrighteous will be for eternity are 
pronounced.  The tares will be cast into the furnace.  The wheat will shine forth as the sun in the 
kingdom of the Father (Matt. 13:30, 42-43).   

In Chapter Two, Pharr discusses Conflicting Theories focusing on postmillennialism, 
premillennialism, and amillennialism.  The differences in these theories are taught in terms that 
all can understand.  The author also shows how each theory either harmonizes or contradicts 
plain instruction from the Scriptures. 

Chapter three and four develop an understanding of the book of Revelation and give a 
brief exposition of Revelation chapter 20 respectively.  Chapter three is titled, The Right Reading 
of Revelation.  Chapter four is called, The Millennium. Pharr mentions that the book of 
Revelation is abused by its neglect and also by making it a playground of speculation (p. 33).  
The author continues to show that the book of Revelation was written in symbols and must be 
interpreted with this in mind.  The millennium is a symbol of a long period of time, but must not 
be taken literally.  Also, the book of Revelation should not be interpreted in such a way as to 
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contradict what is clearly taught in other books in the Bible.  Pharr also shows that Revelation 
chapter 20 does not teach a single tenet of premillennial doctrine (pp. 46-47). 

Chapter five explains the doctrine of the Rapture and gives its refutation.  The Rapture 
refers to the secret coming of Jesus Christ before the seven years of Tribulation begins.  This is 
referred to a Phase 1 of the Second Coming of Jesus Christ with Phase 2 occurring after the 
Tribulation period.  The doctrine of the Rapture necessitates: (1) two resurrections; (2) three 
comings of Jesus instead of two; (3) seven years of Tribulation and (4) an earthly kingdom of 
Christ lasting one thousand years set up in the city of Jerusalem.  Pharr systematically shows 
how each of these tenets of the Rapture theory conflict with plain instruction from the Scriptures. 
In this chapter, he gives a thorough exegesis of I Thessalonians 4:13-18.  This passage is the 
prominent passage used by dispensationalists to defend the Rapture theory.   

Chapter six, The Last Day, sets forth one of the clearest truths relative to end-time events.  
Pharr argues correctly that there can only be one last day!  Appeal is made to John 6:39, 40, 44, 
and 54, to show that the resurrection of all people (righteous and unrighteous) occurs on the last 
day (John 5:28,29).  Martha’s words to Jesus in John 11:24 concur with this conclusion.  The 
Rapture theory affirms two different resurrections.  The first is for the righteous saints and then 
after more than a thousand years, another resurrection for the unrighteous.  The Scriptures do not 
teach this doctrine.  If the righteous saints are resurrected on the last day, then there cannot be 
another day or days following.  Consequently, the whole theory of the Tribulation period and the 
one thousand year reign of Jesus fails.   

In chapter seven, the author discusses the concept of tribulation and contrasts it with the 
seven year period of tribulation in dispensational premillennial theory.  Pharr declares that 
Christians in every age must face tribulation (Acts 14:22; II Tim. 3:12; John 16:33).  The term 
tribulation occurs almost thirty times in the New Testament, but not one time is there proof of the 
dispensational view of a seven-year tribulation at the end of the present age (p. 78).  Pharr 
discusses Matthew 24 in connection with the dispensational view and shows that the signs given 
by the Lord applied to the destruction of Jerusalem and not end time events.  Pharr also discusses 
Daniel’s seventy weeks.  The phrase used by Matthew to refer to Daniel’s prophecy, the 
“abomination of desolation” (Matt. 24:15) refers to the destruction of Jerusalem (Daniel 9:26).  
Specifically, it refers to the siege of Jerusalem by the Roman armies (Luke 21:20).  

Chapter eight gives attention to the question, “Is Jesus Coming Soon?”  Pharr shows that 
Matthew 24 deals with two main events:  the destruction of Jerusalem and the Second Coming of 
Jesus.  Premillennialists confuse the two events and the signs for the destruction of Jerusalem are 
misapplied to the Second Coming of Jesus.  Many have attempted to set dates for the time of 
Jesus’ return (pp. 95-96).  But, the Scriptures declare that no man knows the day nor the hour 
when Jesus shall return (Matt. 24:36).  Jesus teaches that His second coming would be 
unexpected (Matt. 24:37-39).  Consequently, every person must always be prepared to meet the 
Judge of all the earth. 

The nature of the kingdom of Jesus Christ is the main idea discussed in chapter nine—
“Christ on David’s Throne.”  Pharr shows that Jesus’ kingdom is a spiritual kingdom (John 
18:36) and not a physical kingdom as per the teaching of dispensational premillennialism.  The 
throne of David that Christ’s sits on is a heavenly throne not an earthly throne.  The prophecies 
concerning the establishment of the Messiah upon David’s throne are fulfilled in the reign of 
Christ in the hearts of men in His spiritual kingdom—the church.  Pharr discusses Acts 2 and 
Peter’s sermon on the day of Pentecost as the fulfillment of  II Sam. 7:12.  The fact that Jesus 
would be both a king and a priest means that He cannot be reigning on the earth. No king of 
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fleshly Israel could properly serve as a priest (consider Zechariah 6:13; Psa. 110:4; Acts 2:34-35; 
Heb. 7:1-2).   

In chapter ten, the author gives the background history to the kingdom of God.  The main 
text is found in Daniel 2 and focuses on the image in Nebuchadnezzar’s dream.  Daniel 
prophesied in the sixth century B.C.  He foretold of a kingdom that would be established in the 
days of the Roman kings that would have no end (Daniel 2:44).  This kingdom would be spiritual 
in nature (John 18:36).  In the early days of the preaching of John the Baptist and Jesus and His 
disciples a recurrent theme was that the kingdom of heaven was at hand (Matt. 3:2; 10:7 and 
Luke 10:9—eighty-four inspired men).  Ultimately, the kingdom would come with power from 
on high (Mark 9:1; Luke 24:49; Acts 2:1-4).  Daniel’s prophecy was fulfilled with the coming of 
the kingdom of God on the day of Pentecost as recorded in Acts 2. 
 Chapter eleven focuses on the reality that the kingdom and the church of Christ are one 
and the same entity.  Premillennialists hold that the church is an afterthought of God due to the 
rejection of Christ by the Jews.  To them, the present church age is a “parenthesis” or “time out” 
period in the fulfillment of Daniel’s prophecy and that his prophecy will be fulfilled at a future 
time (p. 123).  Jesus uses the terms church and kingdom interchangeably in Matthew 16:18-19.  
Entrance into the kingdom of God is gained by the new birth (John 3:3-5).  The new birth is 
baptism into Christ which is the same act that puts one into the church of Christ (I Cor. 12:13). 
Pharr shows several ways that the New Testament presents the kingdom of God and the church 
of Christ as the same entity (pp. 124-125).  The concept of the kingdom indicates the “rule of 
Christ in the hearts of men.”  The kingdom (church) came on the day of Pentecost when 
individuals heard the gospel and obeyed it.  Thus, Christ ruled in their hearts.  Jesus said, “the 
kingdom of God is within you” (Luke 17:20-21).  The church or kingdom is a spiritual kingdom 
that has been in existence since the day of Pentecost (Acts 2:1, 47).  It is a part of God’s eternal 
purpose in redeeming mankind (Eph. 3:10-11). 
    Pharr turns his attention to the resurrection in chapter twelve.  The author discusses Luke 
16:19-31 and shows that the body without the spirit is dead (James 2:26).  The body returns to 
the dust of the earth while the spirit goes to the place of the unseen world (the place of 
disembodied spirits or realm of the dead-Greek, hades).  Death is the separation of the body from 
the spirit.  Resurrection is the reuniting of the body with the spirit.  Jesus was the “firstfruits” (I 
Cor. 15:20-23).  All will be raised (I Cor. 15:22).  There will be a resurrection of the just and the 
unjust (Acts 24:15; John 5:28-29).  The resurrection will occur on the last day (John 6:39-40).  
Consequently, there will be only one resurrection of both the just and the unjust at the last day.  
In the doctrine of premillennialism, there are two resurrections, i.e.  one resurrection of the saints 
before the Tribulation and another of the unjust after the millennial reign of Christ on the earth.  
This doctrine fails to meet the test of truth. 

The final chapter of the book explores the phrase, “The Day of the Lord.”  Any judgment 
of the Lord may be described as a day of the Lord.  However, the phrase is used to describe the 
ultimate day of the Lord when Jesus comes the second time (Heb. 9:28).  Paul uses the phrase in 
this sense repeatedly (I Thess. 5:2; I Cor. 5:5; 2 Cor. 1:14; I Cor. 1:8).  Pharr concludes this 
chapter with a discussion of II Peter chapter three.   

Thy Kingdom Come is a concise refutation of the doctrine of premillennialism.  Pharr 
shows that the concept of the Rapture does not exist in the New Testament.  At the same time, he 
affirms the truth concerning end time events and urges every soul to prepare to face the judgment 
seat of Christ when He comes the second time. 

  


